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THE EVERETT HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
THE IRISH CULTURE OF EVERETT 
Part Is 1870 - 1918 


by 
Julia Rich Hogan 


It is doubtful that most of the Irish 
people who migrated to this country in the nine- 
teenth century would have done so had they not 
faced starvation at home. Once here, the Irish 
newcomer had an advantage over immigrants from 
other countries, except the English, in that he 
spoke the language of his adopted country. Yet 
he also had much in common with the foreign-speak- 
ing immigrants: like them, he left his homeland be- 
cause of a failed economy, and he sought freedom 
and the opportunity to succeed to the limit of 
his ability. 


For generations, his ancestors had lived 
under s system that was at best repressive and at 
worst a form of enslavement. This long oppression 
his people had endured gave the Irish immigrant 
the capacity to accept any adversity that might 
befall him. 


The Irish immigrant was first of all a deep- 
ly religious man, a Catholic. Second, he was the 
head of his family and firmly insisted on adher- 
ence to his code of moral behavior. Not an ed- 
ucated man, he was nevertheless articulate and 
witty, and also stubborn and proud, though not 
without humility. He was a loyal friend and was 
generous to a fault. His wife was placed on a 
pedestal by her family, in whose eyes she enjoyed 
something close to the status of a saint--hence 
the popular expression, “My sainted mother." 
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What was his history? And what combina- 
tion of events had led him to seek a new country? 
Political and economic factors were what led to 
his emigration from Ireland. Ireland was a land 
which had seen conqueror after conqueror, and 
the inhabitants of the land were a mixture of 
peoples. The identity of the first settlers and 
the time of their settlement are not known with 
certainty. Different dates for the time of the 
first settlement have been suggested, the ear- 
liest being 6000 B.C. What seems fairly certain 
is that a farming people from what is now France 
settled there about 3000 B.C. Some five hundred 
years later more arrivals came from what is now 
Brittany. The Druids also inhabited the land, 
and their influence endured through many genera- 
tions of Irish people. More waves of settlers 
came about 350 B.C. At the time Christianity 
was introduced to Ireland the Celts, a pagan 
people, occupied the land, and they held it for 
several centuries. After the Celts came the 
Danes, who settled along the coast. It was in 
A.D. 432 that St. Patrick converted the Irish 
people to Christianity. 


In the twelth century Norman troops from 
England were brought into Ireland, and in 1171 
Henry II of England, with the approval of Pope 
Adrian IV, was named lord of Ireland. By that 
time the Irish had grouped themselves into clans 
led by chiefs whose power was like that of kings. 
In the sixteenth century Henry VIII of England 
seized the land of the Irish noblemen and had 
himself declared King of Ireland and head of 
the Irish church. In the latter part of the 
sixteenth century the Irish rose up against 
English domination but by 1603 their revolts 
had been put down. As a means of overcoming re- 
sistance, the English granted land in Ireland 
to English Protestants and sent Scots to settle 
in Ulster. Another revolt against English rule 


EYITE 
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in 1641 was brutally put down by Oliver Cromwell, 
who seized land and gave it to his followers. 

The subjugation of Ireland was complete when 
Cromwell's Protectorate was established in 1649 
following the execution of Charles I. The 
English rule was harsh: the Irish people could 
not vote, hold office, or practice their religion. 
The land had to be divided among all the sons of 
a family instead of going to the eldest, which 
limited the amount of land any one son could in- 
herit. Such resistance as there was on the part 
of the Irish was completely subdued. The Irish 
were defeated and they were turned into peasants. 


By 1652 a third of the Irish population had 
died, some in the war with England, others from 
the plague and famine that had occurred in the 
preceding ten years. Cromwell gave two-thirds 
of the land to his soldiers. Some Irish were 
taken to the West Indies and sold as slaves. 

By the 1700s only a peasant class remained in 
Ireland, surviving by paying rent to landlords 
for small plots of land. Irishmen could not 
possess substantial holdings of land unless they 
swore allegiance to the Anglican Church. Had 
they been willing to give up the Catholic faith 
their rights would have been restored, but they 
refused to do so. 


The Irish endured this situation until 1792. 
That year brought a relaxation of the penal laws, 
the laws imposed when Ireland was subjugated by 
the English and which deprived the people of their 
rights. During the early and middle 1800s there 
were additional reforms: the passage of the 
Catholic Emancipation Act and the formation of 
the Catholic Association. By the 1840s civil 
rights had been generally restored, though the 
country was still under military occupation. By 
the 1850s the Irish had adopted the English lan- 
guage, so complete was the control of Ireland by 
the English. 
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The Irish people lived on little plots of 
land, scarcely large enough to grow the food 
they needed. The chief crop was the potato, 
which was nourishing and which could be grown 
in a small area of land. A good potato crop 
meant survival. But the crop was not always 
good. Calamity struck? It began slowly in 
1841, when the quality and size of the crop 
declined. In 1845 half of the crop was hit by 
blight. There wasarpther crop failure in 1846, 
md a total failure the following year. By 
1848 famine was widespread, and the people were 
starving. A cholera epidemic came on the heels 
of the crop failure, and a million-and-a-half 
people died either of starvation or disease. 
Those who survived had no alternative but to 
leave the country--it was either leave or 
starve to death. Between 1846 and 1851,a mil- 
lion persons left Ireland; three-quarters of 
them came to this country. In the next five 
years another 750,000 persons left Ireland for 
the United States. This period of emigration 
extended from 1840 to 1920, and during this 
time some 4,500,000 persons came to the United 
States from Ireland. As early as 1850, forty- 
three percent of the foreign-born persons in 
this country were Irish. During the time of 
emigration, the population of Ireland declined 
by half. 


Those Irishmen who came to this country 
in the period from 1840 to 1920 were not the 
first to arrive on American soil. St. Brendan 
is believed to have been here before Columbus. 
In 1621 an Irish settlement was established at 
what is now Newport News, Virginia. In 1634 
groups of Irish and Scots settled along the 
Merrimac River here in Massachusetts. There 
was a large migration from Ireland to the 
American colonies in the 1840s, during the 
English Civil War; many of those who came here 
at that time settled in Maine and New Hampshire. 
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Many of them were redemptioners, who were serv- 
ing out a number of years in servitude. By 1660 
there were approximately 10,000 Irish in the 
American colonies. Twenty years later William 
Penn brought a group of Irish men and women to 
Chester County, Pennsylvania, and in 1688 the 
Carrolls, who became the leading family in the 
colony, arrived in Maryland. It is said that 
during the Revolutionary War, one quarter of 
Washington's troops were Irish. This is borne 
out by the fact that Washington used "St. 
Patrick” as a watchword. There were a number 
of Irishmen who served as officers in the 
Continental army and navy, including John 
Sullivan, Edward Hand, Anthony Wayne, Stephen 
Moyland, Daniel Morgan, Joseph Clinton, John 
Barry, and Jeremiah O'Brien. In the period 
from 1776 to 1820 about 250,000 persons came 
here from Ireland. When the first census was 
taken, in 1790, there were some 44,000 persons 
of Irish birth in the United States. Those 

who left Ireland before the time of the famine 
were mostly land owners who emigrated for po- 
litical reasons. Among them were many skilled 
workers. No records were kept of these ar- 
rivals, as official tabulation of immigrants 
did not begin until 1820. The Irish who came 
here during the time of the famine were neither 
land owners nor skilled workers but simple 
country folk. 


Those who came to the United States from 
Ireland in the 1800s went first to Liverpool, 
and there boarded British sailing ships for 
the ocean crossing. Passage was fairly expen- 
sive, and the emigrants traveled in steerage. 
The crossing usually took from four to ten 
weeks, and sometimes longer. During the 
height of the famine the emigrants also trav- 
eled in American ships, which were faster than 
the British vessels and could make the trip 


= 
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in a shorter time. The ships often were disease- 
ridden and came to be called "coffin ships," be- 
cause many of the passengers died on board. Of 
the 90,000 persons who made the crossing in 1847, 
6,100 died en route. Boston, New York, Baltimore, 
New Orleans, and ports in Canada were the usual 
destinations., It was not uncommon for author- 
ities at the cities of destination to refuse a 
ship entry because of disease on board and send 
it north to Canada. 


Once they arrived here the immigrants al- 
though they had been country people in Ireland, 
settled in the cities. They began coming to 
Boston in the 1840s and were the only ethnic 
group of any size to settle in Boston at that 
time. Back in their homeland they had lived in 
mud huts and thatched cottages. In the’ American 
cities they lived in tenements owned by slum 
landlords, most of them coldwater flats. The 
first generation of immigrants were unskilled 
workers, and many of them worked on construction 
projects, putting up buildings, paving streets 
and.roads, laying railroad tracks. The women 
worked as scrubwomen or servants or did washing 
for others in their own homes. According to 
the 1850 Census, half of the Irish immigrants 
in the work force were laborers, and fifteen 
percent were domestic servants. Some of them 
operated small enterprises such as saloons, 
stores, and blacksmith shops. These early Irish 
immigrants encountered discrimination that is 
beyond belief. It was impossible for them to 
get any but the most menial jobs. 


During the Civil War large numbers of 
Irishmen served in the Union army. At one 
point there were almost 145,000 Irish-born sol- 
diers in the northern ranks, and of these 10,000 
were from Massachusetts. They fought for the 
North because they were committed to preserving 
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the union. They earned accolades in many battles, 
especially the first Battle of Bull Run. The re- 
nowned 69th Brigade, of which Father Duffy was 
later chaplain, gained its awesome reputation in 
the Civil War. During World War I this brigade, 
by then known as the Fighting 69th, became part of 
the famous Rainbow Division. 


Many of the persons living in Everett today 
are descendants of those Irish men and women who 
came to Massachusetts during or after the famines 
of 1849 and 1869. Everett, however, was not the 
first place where those early immigrants settled. 
They chose to live in the cities first, and 
Everett was not then a city. While many of those 
who came to Massachusetts went to Lowell, 

Lawrence, Fitchburg, Framingham, and Worcester 

and its environs--wherever there were woolen mills, 
which meant jobs--others went to the North End in 
Boston, to Malden, East Boston, Chelsea, Somerville, 
and Charlestown. Often they moved in with rela- 
tives temporarily while they looked for jobs. 


By 187C there was a large number of Irish im- 
migrants in Everett. That was the year Everett 
became a town, and it was a thriving community, 
with a population of 2,051 and 414 dwellings. 

What attracted the immigrants to Everett was the 
opportunity for employment. Alexander Cochrane 
and his son, Alexander, Jr. had a successful 
chemical company in Chemical Alley. Their firm 
was the forerunner of the Monsanto Chemical 
Company. The two Alexander Cochranes were born 
in Scotland, not Ireland. The 1870 census shows 
that there was a James Cochrane also living in 
Everett. He was of Irish birth, so there is un- 
certainty about whether the two families were re- 
lated. In any event, the Cochrane Chemical 
Company provided jobs for Irish immigrants, and 
this fact, plus the presence of a number of brick- 
yards and brickmaking factories, led many of the 
persons who had recently come from Ireland to 
settle in Everett. 
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By the time Everett became a town in 1870 the 
Irish had been here for some time. Those who were 
living here then we shall call the “firstcomers" 
or the founders of the Irish culture of Everett. 
They were joined over the next two generations by 
other immigrants and by persons who moved here 
from other communities, but in 1870 they were the 
only ethnic group here. There were individuals 
here who had come from other countries, including 
Denmark, Canada, Holland, Switzerland, Germany, 
Portugal, England, France and Russia. There was 
only one, person, however, from each of these 
countries, except England and Portugal. Six 
heads of families had come from Portugal, three 
from England. 


Unlike the large cities, Everett in 1870 bad 
no tenement houses. There were boarding houses, 
and it was in these that many of the immigrants 
lived. In 1870 there were in Everett 109 heads 
of families who had come from Ireland. Of that 
number, 30 owned farms or real estate; 28 were 
tradesmen and business people; 39 were laborers; 
and 21 were domestics. The occupations of 10 of 
them are not known. Together with their wives 
and children they constituted a sizeable Irish 
community for a town with a total population of 
just over 2,000 persons. These heads of families 
had all been born in Ireland. These are the 
people we shall call “firstcomers." They are 
listed here. The date they arrived in Massachu- 
setts is shown in parentheses. 


OWNERS OF FARMS OR REAL ESTATE 


Thomas Bench (1857): real estate, $700 

Tim Brinnan (before 1855): real estate, 
$4,500; personal property, $2,500; 
a teamster 

Julia Callahan: real estate, $500 

Patrick Callahan: real estate, $500; farm 
laborer 
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John Carnes (before 1850): real estate $800 

Pat Cavanagh (1861-64): real estate, $2,500, 
tailor 

Pat Cavanaugh (after 1847): real estate, $900; 
personal property, $150 

James Cochrane (before 1854): real estate, 
$1,500; personal property, $200, navy 
guard 

Jere Crowley (ca. 1851): real estate, $350; 
great-grandfather of Robert Crowley, 
commissioner of veterans services for 
Everett 

Pat and Mary Cummings: real estate, $1,800; 
personal property, $150 

Martin Curley: real estate, $350; personal 
property, $250 

Richard Delaney (from Maine after 1850): 
real estate, $2,000; farm laborer 

Daniel Desmond (1840 or before; went to New 
York first): real estate, $1,500 

Thomas Dorsey (before 1852): real estate, 
$1,000 

Mary A. Eaton: real estate, $4,000; personal 
property, $300 

Michael Farmes (before 1845): real estate, 
$1,000 

Richard Formes (Farmes; before 1845): real 
estate $1,500 

Gage: Hafferty (before 1861): real estate 

3,000 

Thomas Hewits (after 1846): real estate, 
$1,000; worker in navy yard 

John Lillis (before 1864); real estate, $400 

Patrick McGuire (before 1864): real estate, 
$2,300; farm laborer 

Stephen McMahon: real estate, $1,000; stone 
mason 

James Moran (before 1858); real estate, $700 

Daniel Morrell (before 1863): real estate, 


500 
Timothy Murphy (before 1857): real estate, 
,100; personal property, $400 
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Mary Pennington: real estate, $1,500; per- 
sonal property, 5150 
John J. Robinson (before 1852): real estate, 
$2,000; personal $250 
as Sharkey (before 1861): real estate, 
500 
Daniel Sweeney (before 1849): real estate, 
$900; personal $100 
Thomas A. Wiley (before 1855): real estate, 
1,000; personal property, $45; carpenter 
shopworker 


TRADESMEN AND BUSINESSMEN 


Jeremiah Callahan: painter and glazer 

Pat Callahan: milkman 

William Carnes (before 1850): stonecutter 

Thomas Claffey (before 1853): stonemason 

Charles Coleman: carpenter 

Fred Coleman: lather 

John Collins: retailer 

Patrick Connell: brickmaker 

James Corcoran: naval pilot 

Rose Cory? cook 

Patrick Crimens: trackman 

William F. Delaney: bookkeeper 

Robert Dillons farmer 

Timothy Houlihan: switch tender 

Patrick Lane: plasterer 

Philip Leary: brickmaker 

John Lynch (before 1855): ship sawyer 

James Mahan: worker at navy yard 

Michael Manley (1862-63): carpenter 

Charles McCarthy (before 1869): teamster 

Mike McDonald (before 1850): store porter 

John Meehan: farm hand 

Patrick Mullen: rubber worker 

John O'Callahan (before 1869) srubber worker 

Patrick O'Callahan (brother of John: rubber 
worker 

George Reourke (before 1855) superintendent, 
Woodlawn Cemetery 

Patrick Ryans plasterer 
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LABORERS 


Michael Burns (just before 1869) 
Barney Burns 

Michael Carnes 

Pat Cannon 

Patrick Carlan 

Patrick Connell (before 1868) 
Thomas Connell (before 1869) 
Tim Crowley (before 1852) 
Laurence Dempsey 

Thomas Dempsey (probably Laurence's father) 
Dennis Doyle 

Cornelius Donahue (before 1869) 
Pat Deveney (before 1869) 
Francis Ervine (before 1869) 
William Fitzgerald (two persons by that name) 
John Griffin (before 1858) 

John Griffin (before 1868) 
Michael Griffin (after 1860) 
Andrew Hafferty (before 1864) 
James Henry (after 1857) 
Michael Higgins (ca. 1868) 
Michael Kerns 

Patrick Killilea 

Stephen Lyons 

Thomas Manning: grave digger 
Dennis Mahoney 

John Martin (before 1865) 

John Morrill 

Patrick Murphy 

Peter Murphy 

Peter Powers (before 1869) 
Michael Reagan (before 1869) 
Michael Reegan (before 1869) 
Timo Spelman 

Andrew Sweeney (before 1854) 
Patrick Sweeney 

Jere Sweeney 

James Twohig 
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DOMESTICS (All Between 17 and 30 years of Age) 


Bridget Carnes 
Bridget Carr 
Margaret Dorety 
Ann Donnell 
Ellen Faust 
Elizabeth O'Carr 
Rose Haney 

Sarah Hooten 
Catherine Judge 
Bridget Lyons 
May Macellar 
Bridget Maloney 
Mary Manix 

Jane McMasters 
Mary McLaughlin 
Anna Murphy f 
Hannah Murphy 
Maria Norton 
Delia O'Donnell 
Kate O'Donnell 
Elizabeth Twohey 


OTHERS 


Mrs. Ann Baker, wife of Andrew Baker 

Margaret Carry, wife of Phillip Carry, who was 
born in Canada 

Mrs. Mary E. Edmester, wife of George W. 
Edmester, a native of Everett 

Eliza Flynn, mother of Margaret Carry 

Mary Golding 

Mrs. Margaret Howe, wife of a native of Everett 

Esther McDonald, sister of Mike McDonald 

Kate Murphy 

Catherine Patterson, wife of James M. Patterson, 
who was born in Scotland 

Ebenezer Sutton 

Margaret Twohig (before 1855) 
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EMPLOYED BY TOWN | 


John C. McNeil, town field driver 
Timothy Murphy, town field driver 


UNCERTAIN ANCESTRY 


Robert and Samuel Knox, Captains in the Navy 
Stephen Hoogs, retailer, born in Boston, died 
May 2, 1902 


While these Irish immigrants were able to 
find jobs in Everett, there was one drawback to 
their coming here to lives they had no church 
here where they could worship. They went to 
Malden, Charlestown, or Chelsea to attend church. 
On July 9, 1876, however, a Catholic service was 
held in the Everett Town Hall. At that time also 
the St. Mary's Society was formed. The pastor 
was The Rev. James McGlew, who lived in Chelsea 
until 1882. A Sunday school was organized, with 
Peter Powers serving as superintendent. The or- 
ganist was Miss A. S. Hoogs. Six hundred persons 
attended the first service. 


On July 13, 1877 a plot of land at the cor- 
ner of Broadway and Mansfield Place was purchased, 
and the following month construction of a church 
began on that site. On Christmas Day, 1877, ser- 
vices were held in the basement of the new church. 
In 1880 The Rev. Patrick J. Kavanagh and The Rev. 
James Fitzgerald were serving as assistant pas- 
tors, a Mrs. Driscoll was assistant superintendent 
of the Sunday School, and a Mr. Finn was sexton. 
The new church building was dedicated on May 14, 
1882. It was a mission church until 1885, when 
Everett was constituted as a parish in conjunction 
with Revere. The following year Everett was made 
a separate parish, and in 1891 land was acquired 
for a new church building. 
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By the 1880s there was a slight change in 

the nature of the employment of Everett's Irish 

i population. Many of them were laborers still, 
but others were working as florists, musicians, 
carpenters, expressmen, rubber cutters, confect- 

,  ioners, and machinists, and in numerous other 
occupations. Two of them, Frederick Driscoll 
and Thomas Hafferty, had opened stores where 
they sold provisions. 


In the late 1880s a large village sprang up 
across the tracks opposite West Street. 
Henderson Brothers, an important contracting and 
building firm here in Everett, built many houses 
in this area and in West Everett. They sold and 
also rented the houses they built. The price of 
the houses ran from $1,300 to $3,000, and the 
builders advertised that the houses could be pur- 
chased by paying money ii: instalments, like pay- 
ing rent. The rental for a flat (a suite of 
rooms on one floor in a two-family house) was 
521.00 a month. Henderson Brothers’ shop and 
mill were located at the foot of Hawthorne 
Street. In the area near West Street, Henderson 
Brothers built slightly larger houses. There 
were foundries, mills, and brickyards in that 
area, and because they offered opportunities for 
employment, the Irish were drawn to that part of 
the city to live. 


As yet, however, the Irish and the natives 
did not socialize together. Both groups “played", 
but they did so separately. The natives had their 
? balls, their socials, and their celebrations ina 
sophisticated atmosphere. There were musicals at 
a the Y.M.C.A. regularly, and the churches had many 
h socials. The Irish, on the other hand, had their 
NCatholic lyceum, the socials sponsored by the 
Hibernian Society, and events conducted by church 
“groups such as St. Mary's Lyceum and the Ladies 
Catholic Benevolent Association. Reading through 
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the list of persons attending an elaborate mask- 
ed and costume ball sponsored by the Y.M.C.A. 
and the balls sponsored by the Irish societies, 
one sees that no Irish persons attended the 
masked ball at the Y.M.C.A. and no natives at- 
tended the Irish balls. Socializing between 

the two groups would have to wait for a few 
years. 


A religious census was conducted in 
Everett in 1890. Because the Irish were the 
only sizeable ethnic group here at that time, 
the number of Catholics shown in that census 
is important. In the course of the survey 
1,968 calls were made and information taken on 
7,606 persons. Here are the results of the 
survey: 


Congregational (includes mission) 1399 


Methodist 1132 
Baptist 1109 
Episcopalian 585 
Protestant, but no denomina- 
tional preference 0 
sn 
Catholics (counting those not 
covered proportionally) 2380 


The Massachusetts Catholic Order of 
Foresters was established in 1891 and held 
meetings in its own hall. The Knights of 
Columbus was organized in 1892 and held meet- 
ings in the Knights of Columbus Hall, which 
was the former G.A.R. Hall at 101 School 
Street. The activities of these two groups 
enriched the social life of the Irish in 
Everett. By 1893 there was anew Catholic 
Church at the corner of Mansfield Street and 
Broadway. 
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By 1900 Everett had grown dramatically. 

The population in that year stood at 24,336. 
By that time there were Italian and Swedish im- 
migrants in the city also. The city had 16 
schoolhouses, 43 manufacturing companies, and 4 
railroad stations. There were 771 horses, 206 
cows, and 225 pigs in the city also. Out of the 

opulation of more than 24,000, there were only 

v 387 registered voters. By the turn of the 
century, more Irish had moved out of the labor- 
ing class and were working at trades or opera- 
ting businesses, and a few had entered the proe 
fessions. They were also taking part in civic 
endeavors. Mrs. F.F. Driscoll and Miss S. 
Fitzgerald were on the Hospital Guild, and S.F. 
Hoogs was serving on the Everett Cottage Hospital 
Board. In 1901 Mr. Hoogs became a member of the 
board of managers of the Whidden Hospital. 
Annette S. Driscoll was a trustee of the Parlin 
Library, and John F. O'Connor served in the same 
capacity at the Shute Library. There was one 
Irish lawyer in the city, James J. Irwin. 
Cornelius J. Harrington was registrar of voters, 
Dennis P. Murphy was weigher of hay, and John C. 
Harrington was weigher of coal. A. F. Moynihan 
was a horseman with the Everett Fire Department. 
Serving with the city’s police department were 
Sergeant William F. Monahan, Patrolmen Joseph H. 
Kelley, Patrick C. Murphy, and Thomas Keefe, and 
Mike Flynn, a reserve officer. 


John J. McCarthy operated a pottery manu- 
facturing company at 3 Orient Avenue. The city 
boasted two funeral directors: Jeremiah J. Curnane, 
a forebear of Mr. Joseph A. Curnane, Executive 
Director of the Everett Housing Authority, and 
Thomas F. Hill, Jr. The Irish worked at a va- 
riety of jobs and trades: they were tailors, 
stablemen, stenographers, clerks, stewards, 
dressmakers, stitchers, upholsterers, photograph- 
ic printers, compositors, wheelwrights, and mar- 
ble cutters, to name some of the occupations in 
which they were engaged. 
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Some of the Irish in Everett had entered 
the professions. There were a number of Irish 
doctors, among them Peter Conroy, Thomas McQuaid, 
and Richard Morris. There were four Irish teach- 
ers and a couple of Irish politicians. Dr. James 
Corkery's forebears were in Everett at that time. 
His father, James Corkery, operated a contracting 
business at 116 Jefferson Avenue and was himself 
a mason. William J. Brickley was president of 
the Board of Aldermen, and Peter J. McCarron was 
also an alderman. George A. Murphy was the mayor's 
clerk. Elizabeth A. Sheehan was clerk of the 
Board of Assessors. Dennis S. Dorety was on the 
Board of Health, and Michael McNamara was on the 
Board of Public Works. Michael H, Kelley was an 
inspector for the water department. No person 
of Irish descent had yet been elected mayor. The 
Irish population was concentrated in Ward 1, al- 
though there were Irish families living in other 
parts of the city. 


Thus the period from 1870 to 1900 saw many 
of the Irish immigrants who had been laborers 
move into the category of skilled worker, and 
there were those who moved further up the occu- 
pational ladder. During this time also the sec- 
ond generation came of age, and some of them 
were able to continue their education past high 
school. A substantial new group of Irish per- 
sons came to Everett as a result of the devas- 
tating fire in Chelsea in 1908. Many of the 
Irish who had settled in Chelsea lost everything 
they had in that fire, and after the fire relo- 
cated in Everett. 


By 1910 Everett's population had grown to 
29,111. A sizeable number of tenement houses 
had been built in the area south of Main Street. 
On December 24, 1910, the worst blizzard in half 
a century struck Everett. Two lives were lost 
when a dike southeast of the New England 
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Structural Works gave way. Mr. and Mrs. 
Cornelius Harkins drowned when their first- 
floor apartment on E. Locust Street was flood- 
ed, despite the efforts of their upstairs 
neighbors, the McNeil family, to save them. 
Henderson (The Village) where a great many of 
the Irish lived, was completely flooded. 


By 1910 many of the Irish had gone into 
manufacturing. They were making shoes, boxes, 
brooms, cabinets, carriages, harnesses, wall- 
paper, tinware, and numerous other products. 
Many of the manufacturing concerns were locat- 
ed below the bridge. Their presence attracted 
more Irish persons to the city. One of the 
prominent contractors at that time was Thomas 
J. Bond, whose business was located at 25 
Orange Court. There are members of the Bond 
family still living in Everett. Thomas Joseph 
Maloney came to Everett in 1907 or 1908 and by 
1910 he and Ernest J. Hill were operating the 
Monument Laundry Company. Thomas Maloney was 
the father of Harriet Doyle of Walnut Street. 


By 1910 James F. Cavanagh of Everett was 
elected to the Massachusetts House of Repre- 
sentatives, and Jeremiah J. Curnane became 
Exalted Ruler of the Elks. Also in 1910 
William J. Brickley was named chairman of the 
Board of Public Works, and Francis J. Dooley 
and Michael J. Riley were elected to the Common 
Council from Ward 1, an Irish stronghold. 
Edward J. Driscoll was serving as measurer of 
wood and bark, Daniel J. McCormack and Peter J. 
McCarron held the post of overseer of the poor, 
Dennis P. “urphy and Harry H. O'Brien were 
filling the position of public weigher, and 
John McMurrer was registrar of voters. Serv- 
ing with the police department were Joseph H. 
Kelley, Michael J. Flynn, John O'Neil, Charles 
A. Donovan, and John J. Lonergan, and also 
Thomas J. O'Neil and William L. McCarty, who 
were special reserve officers. 
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Lonergan and a fellow police officer by 
the name of Staples were later killed while pur- 
suing a criminal. In the history of the Everett 
Police Department they are the only two officers 
to have been killed in the line of duty. 


In 1910 the Everett High School football 
team, coached by Cleo O'Donnell, was one of the 
strongest high school teams in the country. 


By 1910 there were many Irish engaged in the 
professions. John P, Casey, James F, Cavanagh, 
James J. Irwin, and Arthur F. Keefe were prac- 
ticing law, and there were Irish doctors, den- 
tists, and teachers. Katherine E. Burns was 
principal of the Franklin School on Thorndike 
Street. 


War broke out in Europe in 1914, and the 
United States entered the conflict in 1917. 
By the time of this country's entry into the war, 
Everett had its first mayor of Irish descent-- 
John J. Mullen. 


World War I interrupted the professional 
and social advancement of many of the Irish per- 
sons in Everett. Some of the "firstcomers" were 
still alive, and their sons were of an age to go 
to war. In large numbers they joined the armed 
forces and went overseas, responding to their 
country's needs as eagerly as had their ancestors 
in the Revolutionary War, the War of 1812, the 
Civil War, and the Spanish-American War. For 
they were no longer just Irish; they were now 
Irish-Americans. 


An effort has been made to list those Irish- 
Americans and native-born Irishmen who served in 
World War I. The listing has been made strictly 
on a name-recognition basis, and it is very pos- 
sible, therefore, that there are omissions. Those 
men whose mother was Irish but whose father was 
not, are not included on the list. 
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DIED DURING WORLD WAR I WHILE IN THE 
MILITARY OR NAVAL SERVICE OF THE 
UNITED STATES 


Mary C. Burke, army nurse, born Ireland 

John Francis Durant, parents born Ireland 

John T. Kearins, parents born Ireland 

John F. Keefe, mother born Ireland 

Frank Joseph Murphy 

Harry Murphy 

Edward Paul Murray 

William Stephen O'Keefe, brother of Paul 
O'Keefe and Charlotte Howard of 
Everett, parents born Ireland 


=> m zs m zs e ED mm co ome O a ee ee eee we mee 


SOLDIERS AND SAILORS WHO SERVED IN WORLD WAR I 


William Joseph Ahearn 
Andrew Bagnell 

James R. Barry 
Jeremiah Barry 
Joseph Barry 

Joseph J. Barry 
William J. Bench 
Arthur J. Berrigan 
Charles H. Blake 
Charles Joseph Blake 
Frank Blake 

Henry Blake 

Joseph F. Blake 
Lawrence Victor Blake 
William T. Blake 
John Edward Bohan 
Joseph Bohan 

Hugh T. Bond 

James E. Bond 

Joseph P. Bond 

Rufus H. Bond 

John Bonin 

Joseph A. Bourque 
Frederick T. Boyle 
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Ernest H. Bradley 

Frank Leo Bradley 

James Francis Brady 
Herbert L. Brennan 
Joseph M. Brennan 
Charles Edward Brickley 
George V. Brickley 
Joseph F. Brickley 
William Joseph Brickley, Jr. 
Edward Broderick 

Frank P. Broderick 

John Broderick 

Jeremiah J. Buckley 
Timothy Buckley 

William Alphonso Buckley 
Dannie Burke 

Henry S. Burke 

James E. Burke 

Walter J. Burke, born in Ireland 
Frank J. Burns 

Henry Burns 

James Burns 

John Joseph Burns 

John M. Burns 

Richard Patrick Butler 
Thomas Butler 

William P. Butler 
Patrick F. Byrnes 

Daniel A. Cadigan, born Ireland 
Daniel Cahill 

Jerome J. Cahill 

John A. Cahill 

Richard S. Cahill 
William Cahill 

Daniel E. Callahan 
Francis Callahan 

Leo Callahan 

Richard Callahan 

John Campbell, born Ireland 
William P. Canty 

Thomas F. Carlin 

John J. Carmody 
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Harold F. Carnes 
Henry Joseph Carney 
Leo Daniel Carney 
James H. Carr 

Charles F. Carroll 
Fred Carroll 

Henry L. Carroll 
James Carroll 

John M. Carroll 

Mary E. Carroll 
William J. Carroll 
John C. Casey 

Thomas Casey 

Bernard Cavanaugh 
Edward Cavanaugh 

John J. Cavanaugh 
James J. Clancy 
Charles Edward Clifford 
Edward Anthony Clifford 
Francis Owen Clifford 
George J. Clifford 
William M. Clifford 
William J. Cochran 
William J. Corcoran 
Frederick Coffey 

John F. Coffey 

John T. Coffey 
Francis Collins 

Fred Collins 

Joseph A. L. Collins 
Michael Condon 

Thomas Condon 

William J. Condon 
Joseph William Connolly 
John F. Connors 

John J. Connors 
Joseph Connors 
Richard Connors 
Robert Connors 

Edward F. Convery 
Martin Corcoran, born Ireland 
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Joseph Corkery 

Alfred Corrigan, born Ireland 
Andrew J. Corrigan 

A. F. Crafts 

David Daniel Crowley 
John Patrick Crowley 
Timothy Crowley 

William Patrick Crowley 
Albert W. Cunningham 
Norman J. Cunningham 
Charles S. Curley 
Richard Curley 

Chester Arthur Curnane 
Francis C. Curran 
Albert F. Curtin 

John J. Curtin 

Albert E. Daly 
Cornelius Francis Daly 
Edward W. Daly 

Daniel Danahy, Jr. 
Augustine Delaney 

James Dennis 

John F. Dennis 

John M. Dennis 

Richard J. Dennis 
Hilliard Arthur Dempsey 
Dennis F. Desmond, born Ireland 
Michael J. Desmond 
Patrick Desmond 

Jean Diamond 

Charles E. Doherty 
James E. Doherty 

John Doherty 

John A. Doherty 

Patrick J. Doherty 
Robert J. Doherty, born lreland 
Robert R. Doherty 
William S. Doherty 
Joseph Dolan 
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Harold J. Donahue 
Edward Donoghue 

Joseph E. Donovan 

Fred Dooley 

James F. Dooley 

James F. Doolin 

Robert R. Dority 
Thomas Downey 

Arthur Dowd 

John Doyle 

John Doyle 

John F. Doyle 

John H. Doyle 

Arthur David Driscoll 
Charles Joseph Driscoll 
Frederick T. Driscoll 
John F. Driscoll 
Rodger Driscoll 
William E. Driscoll 
George Russell Duggan 
William J. Duke, born Ireland 
Francis X. Dumas 
Warren C. Dumphy 

James Frances Dunn 
John Joseph Dunn 

John F. English 
William English 
Jeremiah Albert Falvey 
Edmund A. Farrell 
George S. Farrell 

John T. Farrell 

James T. Faulkner, born Ireland 
James H. Fay 

Edward Bentley Finn 
Augustus Fitzgerald 
James J. Fitzgerald 
Joseph J. Fitzgerald 
P. Edward Fitzgerald 
Teresa Fitzgerald 
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Gaton James Fitzpatrick 

James Fitzpatrick, born Ireland 
Martin Fitzpatrick 

Edward Flaherty 

Patrick J. Flaherty 

Edward Francis Flanagan 
George H. Flanagan 

John Francis Flattery 

Daniel J. Flynn 

Edward F. Flynn 

Patrick James Anthony Flynn 
John M, Fogarty 

Arthur F. Foley 

Henry J. Foley 

John J. Foley 

John J. Foley 

John P. Foley 

Richard C. Foley 

James Gallagher, born Ireland 
James F, Gallagher, born Ireland 
Thomas J. Gallagher, born Ireland 
John F. Gannon 

Timothy Francis Gannon 

Thomas F. Garvey, Jr. 

Wilfred F. Garvey 

Edward Gerety 

Edward Charles Gildea 
Jeremiah Gildea, born Ireland 
John Patrick Gildea 

John M. Gleason 

Harold Ellsworth Glynn 

John J. Glynn, born Ireland 
John Glynn, born Ireland 
Henry J. Gorman 

Beatrice Katrerine Griffin 
John J. Griffin 

John T. Griffin 

Charles Hagan 

Bernard Owen Haggerty 

Daniel J. Haggerty 

Leo Matthew Halligan 

Charles Harkins, born Ireland 
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Harry Henry Harkins 
William Stephen Harkins 
Joseph W. Harrington 
John A. Havey 

Thomas H. Havey 

Grace A. Hayes 

J. Stuart Hayes 

Owen Heaney, born Ireland 
Joseph M. Heffernan 
Thomas James Heffernan, born Ireland 
John K. Herlihy 

Albert G. Hickey 

John A. Hickey 

Forrest L. Higgins 
Morton C. Higgins 
Charles E. Hill 

Charles Hill 

John Hill 

Edward P. Hogan 

Michael Joseph Hogan 
William P. Hogan 

Dennis Francis Horgan 
Thomas Horgan 
Bartholomeow Hourigan, born Ireland 
John Joseph Hughes 
John M. Hume, born Ireland 
Albert V. Hurley 
William A. Hurley 

Frank Jameson 

James J. Jameson 

James Patrick Jameson 
Matthew Jameson 
William Joseph Jameson 
Arthur Albert Keefe 
Charles David Keefe 
Henry W. Keefe 

Victor J. Keenan 
William A. Keenan 

John Daniel Kelley 
Kathryn A. Kelley 
William Patrick Kelley 
Gerald Daniel Kelly 
John Minton Kelly 
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Martin Kelly 

Otis Lester melay 
William Russell Kelly 
Carl Irving Kennedy 
George F. Kenney 
Herbert H. Kenney 

James T, Kenney 

Hareld T. Keough 

James A. Kerr 

Georse Kerrigan 

James Alloysius Kirly/Kirby 
John 1, Kirly 

Mary 4, Lafferty 

Jaines Daniel Lanigan 
Philip John Leary 
Michael J. Linehan, born Ireland 
Henry H. Long, Jr. 

John D. Long 

Joseph Francis Long 
Maria A. Long 

Robert Love, born Ireland 
Arthur Francis Lynch 
Martin J. Lynch 

William Lynch, born Ireland 
James F, Magee 

John Joseph Magee 
Robert Morris Magee 
Joseph E. Maguire 
William Francis Maguire 
Charles Mahan 

Joseph P. A. Mahoney 
Timothy Mahoney 

Edward M. Malone 
Clarence Malone 

Frank Malone 

George G. Malone 

Ernest J. McAuley 

John F. X. McCabe 
Dennis Joseph McCadden 
James Henry McCarthy 
Paul M. McCarthy 
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Cornelius Neil McCormack 
Thomas Edward McCormick 
Kenneth John McCumber 
Joseph McDermott, born Ireland 
David Charles McDonald 
Francis McDonald 

James Arthur McDonald 
Melville E. McDonald 
Wallace Michael McDonald 
William Dewey McDonald 
John Henry McDonough 
John McDougall 

Hugh J. McElaney 

John W. McEleney 

William J. McEleney 
Edward W. McFadden 

Owen Joseph McGaffigan 
Daniel J. McGonagle 
George P. McGonigle 
James Henry McGough 
Edward F. McGuigan 

Frank Bertrand McGuigan 
William Henry McGuigan 
John Edward McGurk 
Joseph McKane 

John McKay 

Truman Dwigh t McKay k 
Allison Mc*enne 

Charles D. McKenne 
Thomas Thorbur McKenne 
Wallace McKenne 
Archibald Wallace McKenzie 
Randolph Samuel McKenzie 
Paul Maitland McKean 
Edward J. McKeown 

Roger James McKerrall 
Kenneth McKillop, Jr. 
Alexander A. McKinley 
Dennis Gove McLain 
Roland F. McLain 
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Charles McLaughlin 
David James McLaughlin 
George F. McLaughlin 
Henry F. McLaughlin 
Byron Ross McLean 
Carlton R. McLean 
Charles F. McLean 
Harry Gordon McLean 
Murdock McLean 

Odber Rutledge McLean 
Barbara E. McLeod 
Albert Francis McMackin 
James Joseph McMackin, Jr. 
Charles P. McMahon 
James A. McMahon 

John Martin McMahon 
John Monahan McMahon 
Alex McMillan 

John Peter McMurrer 
Louis James McMurrer 
Frank Andrews McNab 
James R. McNally 
Edward Joseph McNamara 
William Hugh McNamara 
Charles Francis McNamee 
James McNaught 

William McNaught 
William McNaught 

Frank Henry McNeil 
Edmund J. McPhail 
Ellsworth L. McPhee 
Henry McPhee 

William McPherson 

John Joseph McRudin, born Irel md 
William F. McShane 
Edward Aloysius Meade 
George Meehan 

Ernest Leslie Mehaffey 
John F. Mehigan, born Ireland 
John Milligan 

Oscar Junkins Molloy 
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Thomas Molloy, born Ireland 
Walter R. Molloy 

Edward James Monahan 
Daniel Joseph Moran 
John J. Moriarty 
Michael Francis Mullane 
Leo J. Mulledy 

Owen F. Mulledy 

Neil Mullen, born Ireland 
Herbert A. Mulligan 

Leo Francis Mullry 
Austin M. Murphy 
Bertrand Joseph Murphy 
Earle H. Murphy 

George Mathew Murphy 
Harry E. Murphy 

John Henry Murphy 
William Talbot Murphy 
Carl Mecuen Murray 
Edward Paul Murray 

John E. Murray 

Joseph Ignatious Murray 
Marie Dorothea Murray 
Nelson Murray 

Robert Crawford Murray 
Stephen A. Murray 
William Henry Murray 
Harry M. Nolan 

John E. O'Brien 

John J. O'Brien 

Stephen B. O'Brien 
Walter J. O'Brien 
William P. O'Brien 
Daniel W. O'Connell 
Edward Charles O'Connell 
Christopher O'Conner 
Peter O 'Comor 

Edward F. O'Donaghue 
Joseph V. O'Donnell 
Lillian Agnes O'Donoghue 
John H. O'Hara 
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Edward Leo O'Hearn 

John F. O'Hearn 

Annie Josephine O'Keefe 
Joseph Michael O'Keefe 
William O'Keefe 

William S. O'Keefe 
Matthew J. O'Leary 
Thomas J. O'Leary 

Denes O'Neil, born Ireland 
Daniel O'Neil, Jr. 
Joseph A. O'Neill 
Patrick Joseph O'Neill, born Ireland 
James Timothy O'Neill 
Joseph F. O'Toole 

Alfred J. O'Reilly 
Herbert Francis O'Reilly 
Andrew Philbin 

Charles Francis Quigley 
John E. Quigley 

John Patrick Quigley 
Dennis F. Reardon 
Michael J. Redmond 

James J. Reagan 

Albert L. Reynolds 
Burton F. Reynolds 
Charles Chester Reynolds 
James Reynolds 

John H. Reynolds 

Dennis F. Riley 

John Bernard Riley 

John James Roach 

John Joseph Roche 
William Alexander Roche 
Frank W. Ryan 

Howard F. Ryan 

James J. Ryan 

Janes M., Ryan 

Charles H. Savage 
Conelius J. Shanahan 
Pomas V. Shanahan 
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George Shaughnessy 
Albert Christopher Shea 
Anthony T. Shea 

Daniel F. Shea 

Daniel Patrick Shea 
Edward Augustine Shea 
Edward R. Shea 

Francis Xavier Shea 
Henry Shea 

John C. Shea 

Richard C. Shea, Jr. 
Stephen M. Shea 

Walter Gerard Shea 
Walter Leo Shea 
William F. Shea 

James F. Sheehan 
Stephen Shillady 

David F. Strachan 

James E. Sullivan 
Jeremiah Joseph Sullivan 
Joseph Francis Sullivan 
Joseph I. Sullivan 
Stephen Sullivan 

Daniel J. Sweeney 
Hilary T. Sweeney 
George L. Talbot 

Ralph W. Talbot 


Thomas G. Taylor, born Ireland 


Louis Richard Tierney 
John F. Torpey 
Bartholomew F. Walsh 
Clifford F. Walsh 
Nicholas William Walsh 
Richard Joseph Walsh 
William Henry Walsh 
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The century's second decade was coming to 
a close as the men and women returned home from 
the war. Their return marked a new beginning 
for them, filled with promise and hope. As the 
decade ended, however, the migration of the 
Irish to this country in large numbers ceased. 
The Irish who were in Everett at that time form- 
ed the basis of Everett's Irish population of to- 
day. What they accomplished in fifty years from 
1870 to 1920 has been told in the preceding pages. 
What they did in the years that followed will be 
related in the second part of this article. 
Their struggle for acceptance was the first such 
struggle in this country by any large ethnic 
group, and their integrity and determination to 
succeed made it possible for their descendants 
to become part of the American dream. 


The story of the Irish in Everett and the 
mark they have made, and continue to make, on 
this city is in a very real sense the story of 
all the vast numbers of European immigrants who 
came to this great country in the last century 
and who, through perseverance, faith, and 
courage, helped to build this nation. 
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